MEN OF SILK: THE HASIDIC CONQUEST OF
POLISH JEWISH SOCIETY

Hasidism, a kabbalah-inspired movement founded by Israel Ba'al Shem Tov (c1700-
1760), transformed Jewish communities across Eastern and East Central Europe. In
Men of Silk, Glenn Dynner draws upon newly discovered Polish archival material and
neglected Hebrew testimonies to illuminate Hasidism's dramatic ascendancy in the
region of Central Poland...
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Reader's Opinions

The author clearly knows his subject.

Important read for anyone wishing to understand history of Hasidism as opposed to philosophy / theology
of same. Good use of both internal and external sources. Differs from Rossman who is more dismissive of
internal sources and from the various and sundry hagiographers out there. Somewhat narrow focus on
Hasidism in Central Poland...
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